
SCV CHARGE 

"To you, Sons of Confederate Veterans, we will commit the vindica-

tion of the cause for which we fought. To your strength will be given 

the defense of the Confederate soldier's good name, the guardianship 

of his history, the emulation of his virtues, the perpetuation of those 

principles which he loved and which you love also, and those ideals 

which made him glorious and which you also cherish.  

Lt. General Stephen Dill Lee, Commander General, United Confederate Veterans, 

New Orleans, Louisiana, April 25, 1906.  

MAJ. GEN. WILLIAM T. MARTIN CAMP 590 
MISSISSIPPI DIVISION  

SONS OF CONFEDERATE VETERANS 

 

 January 2019 

     

THE DEFENDER     

 Camp Officers 
• Jason Blaney, Commander 

• James Young, Adjutant 

• James Young, Treasurer 

• Don Estes, 1Lt. Cmdr. 

• Louis Boyd, 2Lt. Cmdr. 

• Earl “Buddy” Emerick, Jr.,  
Chaplain 

• Judge Advocate 

• Chip Sturdivant, Quartermaster 

• Michael Campbell, Color Sgt. 

• Don Estes, Historian 
 
Contact Information 
Email: 
scvcamp590@yahoo.com 
Cmdr. Phone: 601-807-9587 
Adj. Young phone: (601) 660-
1976 

Inside this issue: 

On the Cover 
Memphis Lawsuit 
Important Events 

 
2 

Smithsonian Museum Slanders Dixie 
Cost of Southern Cultural Genocide 

 
3 

Cost of Southern Cultural Genocide  cont. 
Create Political Pressure 
Radio Free Dixie 
Join the Confederate Legion 

 
 
4 

  
The Bonnie Blue Flag 

 
5, 6, & 
7 

  
Capt. Levi Charles Harby 

 
7 

Robert E. Lee 
Stonewall Jackson 

 
8 

Ginnie Moon 
War Policy 
 
January  2019  Camp Meeting to be held 
on Monday, Jan. 14 at 7pm at 250 Liberty 
Road, Natchex, MS 

  
9 
 
 
 
  

Copyright Notice 

In accordance with Title 
17U.S.C. Section 107, any 
copyrighted material pub-
lished herein is distributed 
under fair use without profit 
or payment to those who are 
interested in receiving the 
provided information for non
-profit research and educa-
tional purpose only. 
 
Reference: 
Http:www.law.cornell.eduus
code/17/107.shtml 



  

Page 2      

 ON THE COVER 
 
   Everett B.D. Fabrino Julio’s The Last 
Meeting of Lee and Jackson, which as 
many of you know was located at the 
Museum of the Confederacy. The painting 
was done in 1869. Julio initially offered 
the painting to Lee himself as a gift, who 
politely refused. The picture was found at 
http://cwmemory.com/2013/06/04/mark-
twain-lost-cause-art-critic/  

EDITOR’S NOTE: 
 
   I just want everyone to know that I was 
very hesitant to print this story because it 
came from the  Commercial Appeal in 
Memphis. It is hard to find any news out-
let that reports anything favorable about 
Confederate Monuments. But, I wanted 
you all to be aware of what is still going 
on concerning the Gen. Nathan B. Forrest 
statue in Memphis. Also, I included at the 
end of the article an Editor’s Note from 
the newspaper which explains that they 
do not want but one side of the story 
told. All that being said, here is the arti-
cle.  
 

Nathan Bedford Forrest  
descendants sue Memphis,  

demand  
return of equestrian statue 

 
Micaela Watts, Memphis Commercial Ap-

peal; Published 9:14 a.m. CT Dec. 18, 

2018 | Updated 5:12 p.m. CT Dec. 18, 

2018 

The descendants of Confederate Gen-
eral Nathan Bedford Forrest have filed a 
lawsuit against the City of Memphis, de-
manding the return of the bronze eques-
trian statue, according to a lawsuit filed in 
Shelby County Chancery Court.  

The descendants of the notorious Civil 
War general want the city to pay for the 
return of the statue to a location of their 
choosing, as well as return "all pedestal, 
base, burial vault, copper caskets, and 
the earthly remains of General Nathan 
Bedford Forrest and his wife Mary Ann 
Montgomery Forrest.” 

In the lawsuit, the descendants seek 
an unspecified amount in compensatory 
damages for the "embarrassment, humili-
ation, and mental anguish caused by the 
defendants."  

The lawsuit comes the same week as 
Memphis prepares to celebrate the one-
year mark of the removal of Forrest's 
monument, as well as the monument of 
the sole Confederate president, Jefferson 
Davis.  

In December 2017, the removal of the 
monuments came after a year of multiple 
protests and petitions advocating for the 
removal of both Forrest and Davis.  

The grassroots group 
TakeEmDown901, organized in part by 
current County Commissioner Tami Saw-
yer, had organized several protests in the 

respective parks that held both monu-
ments. 

At the time, those that fell in the pro-
removal camp maintained that former 
slave traders like Forrest, and the cele-
bration of the Confederacy had no place 
in the United States, and especially not 
in a majority black city.  

Conversely, groups like the Sons of 
Confederate Veterans and Confederate 
901 were adamant that the monuments 
stay put and insisted that their removal 
would accomplish nothing more than an 
erasure of important history.  

Initial lawsuits against the city and 
Greenspace Inc. were filed within weeks 
of the removals. 

 
Greenspace, Inc. steps in 
 
Memphis Greenspace Inc., the non-

profit that purchased the two parks 
where the Confederate monuments 
stood then immediately removed them, 
is preparing a series of events to mark 
the one year anniversary of the event.  

Greenspace Inc. and its founder, 
Shelby County Commissioner Van 
Turner, are also named as defendants in 
the lawsuit alongside the city and the 
Memphis City Council.  

Beyond demanding the return of stat-
ues, markers, and other Confederate-
themed items, the lawsuit also alleges 
that the city and it's associated govern-
ance branches knowingly violated state 
laws and the authority of the Tennessee 
Historical Commission in order to exe-
cute the "scheme" of the monuments' 
removal.  

 
Memphis is lawsuit-ready 
 
The city's Chief Legal Officer, Bruce 

McMullen, said that the city was antici-
pating this lawsuit and is prepared for 
their defense.  

"Every oversight body, including the 
courts and state comptroller, has found 
our actions to be lawful or appropriate," 
McMullen said in a statement. "We ex-
pect the same outcome in this case. The 
city sold Health Sciences and Memphis 
parks to Memphis Greenspace, legally."  

Since the removal of the bronze 
equestrian Forrest statue one year ago, 
the question of what to do with the ac-
companying base and historical signs 
has been molded by litigation along the 
way.  

A judge in Nashville ordered the sales 
of any Confederate monuments and ac-
cessories to the monuments halted in a 
small victory for the pro-Confederacy 
group the Sons of Confederate Veter-
ans.  

 
Editor's Note: The original version of this 
story has been removed. After publish-
ing, we learned freelance author Ed 
Hooper had previously written a column 
critical of Memphis and the removal of 
the Nathan Bedford Forest statue. The 
following story was written by a CA staff 
reporter. 
From: https://bit.ly/2QXsDBl  

IMPORTANT  

EVENTS!!!  

 

01/19/2019 — 3rd Brigade Lee/
Jackson Banquet to be held at Tangi-
pahoa Baptist Church, 7555 Thompson 
Rd, Summit, MS (actually in Amite 
County, MS) starting at 6PM until 9PM. 
A special evening with follow compat-
riots honoring Gen Lee and Gen Jack-
son. A blue grass band and a great 
speaker. Pot luck or covered dish. 
Bring you favorite dish and bless us 
all.  

01/21/2019 — Mississippi State 
Government Holiday Robert E. Lee 
birthday observed. 

04/29/2019 — Confederate Memori-
al Day observed in Mississippi.  

06/08-09/2019 — Rankin Rough & 
Readys Camp 265 Annual Civil War 
Relic Show to be held in Brandon, MS 
at the Brandon City Hall, 1000 Munici-
pal Drive. Saturday from 9am to 5pm 
and Sunday from 9am to 4pm. For 
more information contact Camp Com-
mander Tim Cupit at 769-234-2966 or 
at timcupit@comcast.net  

06/07-08/2019 — Mississippi Divi-
sion Sons of Confederate Veterans 
Annual meeting to be held in Brandon, 
MS in conjunction with the Civil War 
Relic Show. 

Cake fat the 2009 Camp 590 Lee/
Jackson Banquet. 

Camp 590 members and the speaker 
at the 2009 Lee/Jackson Banquet.  

http://cwmemory.com/2013/06/04/mark-twain-lost-cause-art-critic/
http://cwmemory.com/2013/06/04/mark-twain-lost-cause-art-critic/
https://bit.ly/2QXsDBl


 Federally Funded  
Smithsonian Museum 

Slanders Dixie 
—SCV’s Rebuttal  

 
 

   “Confederate memorials…[have] a 
history of racist propagandizing,” is just 
one of many slanders issued forth by the 
Federally funded Smithsonian Magazine 
in an article titled, ‘The Cost of the Con-
federacy’.  It was your tax dollars which 
funded a 6,500-word attack upon the 
memory of Confederate Veterans and 
those of us who seek to honor our Con-
federate family.  The authors of this anti
-South hit-piece boldly and with malice 
for all things Confederate attacked “Civil 
War” re-enactors, members of the SCV, 
UDC, and the authors of The South Was 
Right!  As far as we are aware, no effort 
was made to contact any of the above 
for a “balanced” view of this subject.  In 
other words, one side is given the right 
to enforce its view of the War for South-
ern Independence while disallowing a 
contrary, that is, Southern, view.  Is it 
any wonder why, with the passage of 
time, young Southerners have less and 
less pride in being Southern?  When only 
the Yankee view is allowed to be dis-
cussed in the media, academia, and the 
political arena it is only a matter of time 
before all things Southern will be con-
signed to the trash heap of American 
history.  
   The Smithsonian’s article describes 
Southerners as promoting “the defeated 
Rebels’ racist doctrine, the Lost Cause” 
and condemns what they say as “The 
public funding of Confederate iconogra-
phy” which they insist is an effort to pro-
mote “white nationalists.” In the past 
such hit-pieces have gone either unan-
swered or only mildly protested but this 
time the SCV is going on the attack!   
The SCV has prepared a rebuttal to this 
slanderous article and the C-i-C has is-
sued a demand letter to the Smithsonian 
Magazine to allow equal time for the 
Southern view of the issues raised by 
the Smithsonian hit-piece.  The SCV 
response will only be effective if SCV 
members and friends of the South re-
spond to the call to do their part.  How 
to assist in this effort is explained in this 
newsletter.  
   We must use the tools we have at pre-
sent to respond to this attack but just 
think what the result could be if we had 
Radio Free Dixie and our targeted inter-
net ad to make a VERY public response. 
With hundreds of radio and internet ads 
responding, the political establishment 
would take notice and they would under-
stand that there is now a price to be paid 
for attacking the South.  Your help is 
needed to make this happen.     
 
From: The Kennedy Twins Newsletter, 
Dec. 2018 (http://
www.kennedytwins.com/
newsletter_dec18.pdf)  
 

 

   Below is the SCV’s rebuttal to the 
Smithsonian’s slander of the South. Note: 
We did not attempt to answer the untrue 
allegations contained in their article. We 
did not take their bait and try to prove a 
negative such as—“we are not racists, we 
do not support white supremacy, we are 
not trying to portray slavery as a good 
institution.” We do not tell them who we 
are not—we tell them who we are. We are 
the descendants of a people who were 
fighting for the right to live under a gov-
ernment founded upon the American prin-
ciple of the consent of the governed. Our 
Confederate ancestors were fighting for 
the same thing that our Colonial ances-
tors were fighting for—the right of self-
government and freedom.  The Smithson-
ian article can be found at: https://
www.smithsonianmag.com/history/costs-
confederacy-special-report-180970731/  
 
The Cost of Southern Cultural 

Genocide  
 
   The destruction of Confederate monu-
ments and the slandering of all things 
Confederate is in vogue in contemporary 
mainline media, academia, and the politi-
cal establishment. The destruction of 
Confederate monuments by radical mobs 
is similar to the radical Taliban’s destruc-
tion of Buddhist monuments and the So-
viet Union’s denial of public expressions 
of native culture in the Baltic states—all 
are examples of cultural genocide.1 
Standard American history as written by 
the victors in the so-called “Civil War” 
supports and encourages Southern cultur-
al genocide. As noted by Southern histori-
an Grady McWhiney (1928-2006), “What 
passes as standard American history is 
really Yankee history written by New 
Englanders or their puppets to glorify 
Yankee heroes and ideals.”    
   The current campaign to stigmatize 
Southern heritage as obnoxious has its 
genesis in the decades before the War for 
Southern Independence.  In 1787, Patrick 
Henry warned Virginia and the South 
about the danger of forming a union with 
the people of New England. Patrick Henry 
predicted that the North, being the nu-
merical majority, would control the Feder-
al Government and use the Federal Gov-
ernment to extract tribute (taxes in the 
form of tariffs) from the South. Patrick 
Henry was joined by other Southerners, 
such as George Mason and Charles Pinck-
ney who warned of the danger of a union 
with the North.1 From its very beginning, 
the United States has been a nation divid-
ed. The division was not one of slave 
states vs. non-slave states but a division 
between a commercial society vs. an 
agrarian society. As explained by South-
ern scholar Grady McWhiney, the war was 
a conflict of, “culture against culture.”1 
Southern scholar, Francis B. Simkins 
(1897-1966), observed that had slavery 
not existed the North would have 
“conjured” another moral rationale for 
invading the South.1  
   In 1828, Missouri Senator Thomas H. 
Benton declared that the Federal Govern-
ment’s tariff policy was forcing Southern-

ers to pay 75% of the Federal revenue 
used to support the government. He 
lamented, “This is the reason why 
wealth disappears from the South and 
rises up in the North. Federal legisla-
tion does all this.” 1 In an 1828 letter 
to Daniel Webster, Abbott Lawrence of 
Massachusetts advocated a proposed 
tariff bill because “This bill if adopted 
as amended will keep the South and 
West in debt to New England the next 
hundred years.”1 As Patrick Henry had 
warned and Senator Benton noted, the 
agrarian South was being exploited by 
the commercial North—a Northern 
commercial and financial crony capital-
ist society that could not exist without 
the steady inflow of revenue gained 
from protective tariffs. Massachusetts 
historian Charles Bancroft admitted this 
harsh fact ten years after the North’s 
conquest of the South, “While so gi-
gantic a war was an immense evil; to 
allow the right of peaceable secession 
would have been ruin to the enterprise 
and thrift of the industrious laborer, 
and keen-eyed businessman of the 
North. It would have been the greatest 
calamity of the age. War was less to be 
feared.”1 Follow the money, and you 
will discover the real reason for war.  
   Post-war, the previously prosperous 
South became the North’s impover-
ished economic and political colony. 
This fact, repressed and hidden in 
standard American history, has been 
noted by numerous Southern scholars 
and writers. Paul K. Conkin noted that 
the post-war South was, 
“Impoverished, politically impotent, a 
dependent colony of the North,” Thom-
as D. Clark (1903-2005) and Albert D. 
Kirwan (1904-1971) noted that 
“outside capitalism” had colonized the 
South, while Andrew Nelson Lytle 
(1902-1995) boldly declared, “If the 
South could be broken politically, it 
could be forced into a position of eco-
nomic serfdom, depending on those 
who would control this strongly central-
ized government.” 1 In a 1938 Federal 
report on Southern poverty, the Feder-
al Government acknowledged that the 
primary reason for Southern poverty 
was outside ownership and control of 
Southern resources.1 What is the pri-
mary goal of all empires? To gain ac-
cess to other peoples’ resources! 1  
   President Jefferson Davis explained 
the motive for Northern invasion of the 
South, “The lust for empire impelled 
them [Northerners] to wage against 
their weaker neighbors [Southerners] a 
war of subjugation.”1 Senator Joseph 
Lane of Oregon in 1861 warned Con-
gress that the Federal Government was 
becoming an aggressive empire.1 The 
London Telegraph in 1866 observed 
that while the United States “may re-
main a republic in name, but some 
eight million of the people 
[Southerners] are subjects not citi-
zens.”1 But of course the victor’s ra-
tionale for invading the Confederate 
States of America is carefully con-
structed and enforced to cover its 
crimes against a peaceful neighbor—
CONTINUED ON PAGE 4 
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crimes that resulted in the death of 
thousands of black and white Southern 
civilians.1  
   By 1861, the Southern people reached 
the same point their Colonial ancestors 
reached with Great Britain in 1776. By 
1776, London was concerned with its 
own aggrandizement even though it 
harmed the people of the Colonies. By 
1861, Washington, DC, demonstrated its 
willingness to exploit the people of the 
South to grow the North’s industrial, 
commercial, and financial empire. The 
vast benefits of the Union were flowing 
to the North but the cost of those bene-
fits was being paid by the South. Just 
like the Thirteen Slaveholding Colonies in 
1776, the South in 1861 declared its 
right to establish a government of its 
own.  This American right is declared in 
the Declaration of Independence and is 
based upon the American principle of the 
consent of the governed. President Davis 
declared, “The object was to sustain a 
principle—the broad principle of constitu-
tional liberty, the right of self-
government.”1  
   To maintain the flow of Southern tariff 
(tribute) into the Federal Treasury and 
avoid war, Lincoln declared that he had 
no intention to interfere with slavery 
where it existed while the Federal Con-
gress, no longer burdened with Southern 
representatives from the seceded states, 
passed and sent to the States the Corwin 
Amendment. If ratified, it would have 
been the 13th Amendment to the U.S. 
Constitution. It declared that Congress 
had no authority to interfere with slav-
ery. This proposed amendment would 
have been a great inducement for the 
seceded states to return to the Union if 
the South had been “fighting to protect 
its slaves.” Not a single seceded state 
accepted Lincoln’s and the Federal Con-
gress’ offer of Federal protection of slav-
ery! Why? Because the South was not 
fighting for slavery—the South was 
fighting for its independence, for free-
dom, for the right to live under a gov-
ernment based upon the free and unfet-
tered consent of the governed.   
   Upwards of 80% of the men in the 
Confederate military were not slavehold-
ers. It is a falsehood to claim that the 
men who wore the gray in the War for 
Southern Independence were fighting to 
preserve slavery. Yet, this false claim is 
made and enforced by America’s 
“thought police.” It is slanderous to im-
ply that the civilian population of the 
South suffered four years of unrestricted 
(terror) warfare to maintain slavery for 
the benefit of a few rich slaveholders. If 
the total number of Southern deaths 
caused by Northern invasion of the Con-
federate States of America were normal-
ized to the South’s 2010 population, the 
total number of deaths (black and white 
Southerners) would be approximately 
3.5 million! This is a higher number of 
deaths than the 2.9 million Japan suf-
fered during World War II.1 Yet, Ameri-
cans are instructed that Northern inflict-
ed death in the South was worth it 
“because at least we got rid of slavery.” 
The sad fact is that the North’s aggres-

sive war did not end slavery— chattel 
slavery merely morphed into debt peon-
age or sharecropping. Sharecropping 
bound 8.5 million homeless black and 
white Southerners for almost a century 
after the so-called “Civil War.”1 Over 
60% of sharecroppers were white South-
erners. The Federal Government’s inflic-
tion of poverty upon the Southern peo-
ple was advocated by President Andrew 
Johnson when he cruelly declared that 
Southerners were guilty of treason and, 
“traitors must be impoverished.”1 All 
Southerners, black and white, were in-
deed punished with poverty. 
   A liberal critic of America’s jingoistic, 
world-wide military adventures described 
the achievements of “America’s states-
men” as springing “from boldness unbur-
dened by excessive scruples.”1 This ab-
sence of “scruples” was first demonstrat-
ed by Lincoln, the Republican Party, and 
their crony capitalist allies when they 
initiated their aggressive war to prevent 
Southern independence. This same ab-
sence of “scruples” is used today by 
those waging an active campaign of cul-
tural genocide against the memory of a 
democratically elected, peaceful, sover-
eign nation—the Confederate States of 
America.    
   Yes, there is a Northern view of the 
War for Southern Independence, but as 
in all conflicts, there are two sides to this 
story.  Anti-South bigots in the 
“educated class” are pushing the narra-
tive that only one side of this historic 
struggle is worthy of being impartially 
studied. Demanding the purging of dis-
senting views of any subject is the sur-
est way to tyranny and the death knell 
to the First Amendment’s guarantee of 
“free speech.” But as has been noted by 
liberal scholar and writer Noam Chom-
sky, “Rogue states…must rely on the 
willingness of the educated classes to 
produce accolades and to tolerate or 
deny terrible crimes.”1  
 
Walter Donald Kennedy, Chief Heritage 
Operations, National Headquarters Sons 
of Confederate Veterans (SCV)  
 
James Ronald Kennedy, Deputy Chief of 
Heritage Promotions, SCV Samuel W. 
Mitcham, Jr., Ph.D., Historian, Heritage 
Operations, SCV  
  
[Article and footnotes available at: 
http://www.kennedytwins.com/The%
20Cost%20of%20Southern%
20Cultural%20Genocide.pdf  

We Have the Potential for 
Creating Enormous Political 
Pressure on Weak Southern 
Politicians!  
 
   The SCV has the potential to create 
enormous political pressure on those 
Southern politicians who refuse to pass 
legislation to protect our monuments, 
who bow to radical leftist pressure to 
rename streets and buildings, and who 

deny Southern heritage groups the right 
to march in public parades. But most 
importantly put pressure on those who 
endorse the Yankee narrative about the 
War for Southern Independence and 
refuse to allow speakers or teachers in 
public schools and universities to teach 
the Southern view of the War. We (SCV) 
have the potential but we have not had 
the vision necessary to leverage that 
potential into an effective political force. 
Timid or reactionary thinking only delays 
the inevitable outcome—defeat and de-
struction.   
 

Radio Free Dixie—Internet 
Free Dixie—Flags Across Dix-
ie Taking the Battle to the 
Enemy!  
   SCV members have been issued a 
challenge. Heritage Operations has is-
sued a call for individuals to join the 
Confederate Legion. If a minimum of 
1000 members in each of the three ar-
mies will join, which would be around 
10% of the membership, Heritage Oper-
ations will be able to establish a network 
of radio and internet ads that will create 
enormous public talk & pressure—talk & 
pressure that politicians will not be able 
to ignore. The next several months will 
tell whether those who like to talk the 
talk will be willing to walk the walk! Join 
the Confederate Legion and do your part 
to defeat the South’s neo-Marxist ene-
mies!    

Join the Confederate Legion 

Membership in the Legion supports 
the Southern Victory Campaign 

 
   Confederate Legion membership dues 
and donations are used almost exclu-
sively for a two-thrust marketing and 
public relations effort which is part of the 
Southern Victory Campaign led by the 
Sons of Confederate Veterans. 
Objectives include: 

- Rebuilding public support for the 
principles of liberty that America’s 
founding fathers gave us.  
- Rebuilding respect for the Confed-
erate States of America that pre-
ferred to leave the Union rather than 
abandon the principles of liberty as 
the Northern states were doing under 
Leftist influences of the day.  

   Products, tools and services supporting 
the campaign are being developed by 
the Sons of Confederate Veterans for 
deployment through this website. Direct 
action by the SCV is one prong of the 
offensive. A second prong includes ac-
tion by people such as yourself, acting 
alone or through any honorable organi-
zation, including the camps of the SCV. 
   We depend on God and you for the 
victory we seek. 
   To join the Confederate Legion, click 
here or go to https://bit.ly/2Sn0CQb  
To join the Confederate Legion, click 
here or go to https://bit.ly/2Sn0CQb  

http://www.kennedytwins.com/The%20Cost%20of%20Southern%20Cultural%20Genocide.pdf
http://www.kennedytwins.com/The%20Cost%20of%20Southern%20Cultural%20Genocide.pdf
http://www.kennedytwins.com/The%20Cost%20of%20Southern%20Cultural%20Genocide.pdf
https://www.makedixiegreatagain.com/uploads/1/2/2/2/122298064/mgda--_membership___donation_app.pdf
https://www.makedixiegreatagain.com/uploads/1/2/2/2/122298064/mgda--_membership___donation_app.pdf
https://bit.ly/2Sn0CQb
https://www.makedixiegreatagain.com/uploads/1/2/2/2/122298064/mgda--_membership___donation_app.pdf
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https://bit.ly/2Sn0CQb
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The Bonnie Blue Flag 

By Jeff T. Giambrone, championhilz 

On January 9, 1861, the Mississippi 
secession convention voted to leave the 
Union, making it the second southern 
state to secede. The dramatic scene at 
Mississippi’s capitol building was wit-
nessed by hundreds of well-wishers, and 
included in the crowd was the nationally 
known entertainer Harry McCarthy, billed 
as “The Man of Many Parts.” What 
McCarthy witnessed at the secession 
convention inspired him to write one of 
the great songs of the Civil War, a ballad 
that would be sung by thousands of 
Southern voices during the course of the 
conflict; “The Bonnie Blue Flag.” 

John Logan Power was a printer living 
in Jackson in 1861, and he was at the 
state house reporting on the meeting for 
one of the local newspapers. Many years 
later he wrote an account of what he 
saw during the convention: 

“It so happened that I reported the 
proceedings of the convention for the 
Mississippian; was admitted, by special 
resolution, to the secret sessions, and 
my report was so full, and regarded as 
so accurate, that the convention ordered 
five hundred copies printed in pamphlet 
form…At this point, Mr. C.R. Dickson 
entered the hall, bearing a beautiful silk 
banner, with a single star in the center, 
which he handed to the President of the 
convention, (Hon. Wm. S. Barry, of 
Lowndes,) as a present from Mrs. H.H. 
Smythe, of Jackson. The President re-
marked that it was the first banner un-
furled in the young Republic, when the 
members saluted it by rising – the vast 
audience uniting in a shout of applause.” 

Power went on to explain how the 
song ‘The Bonnie Blue Flag’ came to be 
written: 

“I was a deeply interested spectator 
of all this, having a seat at the secretar-
y’s desk, and in my ‘Recollections’ of the 
occasion, occurs this paragraph: ‘It may 
be interesting here to note that the pop-
ular war song, “The Bonny Blue Flag, 
That Bears a Single Star,’ was the prod-
uct of this episode. Harry McCarthy, a 
comic actor, was then holding forth in 
the old theatre near Spengler’s corner, 
on Capitol Street. He wrote the song 
immediately after the scene at the Capi-
tol, your speaker put it in type from his 
manuscript – the ink being scarcely dry 
on the paper – and that night it was 
sung, for the first time, by its au-
thor.’ (The Clarion-Ledger, Jackson, Mis-
sissippi, February 7, 1895) 

The first time Harry McCarthy per-
formed “The Bonnie Blue Flag,” he knew 
he had a hit on his hands by the audi-
ence reaction to his new tune. In 1879, 
a correspondent identified only as 
“C.E.M.” wrote an account of the first 
time that patriotic air was sung in front 
of a live audience: 

During the last few days of the Con-
vention, Harry McCarthy, supported by a 
young lady, who accompanied him in his 
original and selected songs, was giving a 

variety of entertainments at Spengler’s 
Hall, in that city, consisting of songs, 
serious and comic, dancing, instrumental 
music, &c. On the afternoon of the 9th of 
January, Judge Wiley P. Harris, one of 
the soundest lawyers living, met the 
gifted young Irishman on the street, and 
remarked: ‘Mac, the Convention will 
adopt the ordinance of secession some-
time this afternoon, and you will have a 
large audience this evening. Permit me 
to offer a suggestion: Why can you not 
compose a song pertinent to the occa-
sion? Give us a patriotic song – one 
which shall, perhaps, be universally re-
ceived as a national air – something soul
-stirring and patriotic, that may become 
as immortal as the ordinance itself.’ 
Young McCarthy caught the idea at once, 
retired to his room, and in three or four 
hours was singing, for the first time in 
public, the ‘Bonnie Blue Flag,’ to a house 
crowded to its utmost capacity. And not 
once, or twice, or thrice only, did he sing 
the new song that night; but he was 
encored again and again, twelve or fif-
teen times at least, until he became 
hoarse from singing and the audience 
almost exhausted from applauding. The 
scene was one which, literally, must 
have been seen to have been appreciat-
ed…From that hour there was nothing 
but the Bonnie Blue Flag in Southern air. 
As the visitors to Jackson returned home 
– north, east, south and west – they 
spread it everywhere. (The Comet, Jack-
son, Mississippi, December 20, 1879) 
   After leaving Jackson, Harry McCarthy 
made his way to New Orleans, where he 
met with the firm of A.E. Blackmar and 
Brother, one of the largest music pub-
lishing houses in the south. Blackmar 
bought the rights to “The Bonnie Blue 
Flag” for $500 and a piano, and soon 
was selling beautifully decorated sheet 
music of the tune. (“Musicman of the 
Confederacy,” by Lawrence Abel. Civil 
War Times, Volume XLIII, Number 3, 
page 50, August 2004) 
 
   The lyrics of “The Bonnie Blue Flag” 
are as follows: 
 
We are a band of brothers, and native to 

the soil, 
Fighting for the property We gain’d by 

honest toil; 
And when our rights were threaten’d, 

The cry rose near and far,  
Hurrah for the Bonnie Blue Flag, that 

bears a Single Star! 
 

Chorus: 
Hurrah! Hurrah! for Southern Rights 

Hurrah!  
Hurrah for the Bonnie Blue Flag, that 

bears a Single Star! 
 

As long as the Union was faithful to her 
trust, 

Like friends and like brothers, kind were 
we and just;  

But now, when Northern treachery at-
tempts our rights to mar, 

We hoist on high the Bonnie Blue Flag, 
that bears a Single Star. 

 

Chorus: 
Hurrah! Hurrah! for Southern Rights 

Hurrah!  
Hurrah for the Bonnie Blue Flag, that 

bears a Single Star! 
 

First, gallant South Carolina nobly made 
the stand; 

Then came Alabama, who took her by 
the hand; 

Next, quickly Mississippi, Georgia and 
Florida, 

All rais’d on high the Bonnie Blue Flag 
that bears a Single Star. 

 
Chorus: Hurrah! 

 
Ye men of valor, gather round the Ban-

ner of the Right, 
Texas and fair Louisiana join us in the 

fight; 
Davis, our loved President, and Ste-

phens, Statesman rare, 
Now rally round the Bonnie Blue Flag 

that bears a Single Star. 
 

Chorus: Hurrah! 
 

And here’s to brave Virginia! the old Do-
minion State 

With the young Confederacy at length 
has link’d her fate; 

Impell’d by her example, now other 
States prepare 

To hoist on high the Bonnie Blue Flag 
that bears a Single Star. 

 
Chorus: Hurrah! 

 
 Then here’s to our Confederacy, strong 

we are and brave, 
Like patriots of old, we’ll fight our herit-

age to save; 
And rather than submit to shame, to die 

we would prefer, 
So cheer for the Bonnie Blue Flag that 

bears the Single Star. 
 

Chorus: Hurrah! 
 

Then cheer, boys, cheer, raise the joy-
ous shout, 

For Arkansas and North Carolina now 
have both gone out; 

And let another rousing cheer for Ten-
nessee be given –  

The Single Star of the Bonnie Blue Flag 
has grown to be Eleven. 

 
Chorus: 

 
Hurrah! Hurrah! for Southern Rights; 

hurrah! 
Hurrah! for the Bonnie Blue Flag has 

gain’d th’ Eleventh Star! 
(Macarthy, Harry. The Bonnie blue flag. 
Oliver Ditson & Co., Boston, 1890. No-
tated Music. Retrieved from the Library 

of Congress, <www.loc.gov/item/
ihas.200002434/>.) 

 

Although he wrote many other patri-
otic tunes during the Civil War, “The 
Bonnie Blue Flag” was his biggest hit, 
and it is the one that he is remembered 
for today. The account of how Harry 
CONTINUED ON PAGE 6 
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McCarthy came to write the song is well 
known, and has been published many 
times over the years; however, I believe 
there is a little more to the story that 
has never been told. I believe Harry 
McCarthy’s inspiration for “The Bonnie 
Blue Flag” was a song he had either 
heard or read about in Vicksburg Missis-
sippi several weeks before the state se-
cession convention met. 

In early December 1860, Vicksburg’s 
citizens were swept up in the furor fol-
lowing the election of Abraham Lincoln 
to the presidency of the United States. 
Secession and war were the topics on 
everyone’s lips, and Vicksburg’s young 
men, like those all across the south, 
were preparing for a fight. The city had a 
number of militia units, including one 
named the Vicksburg Sharpshooters. On 
May 9, 1861, a local newspaper noted: 

The Citizen Office has made an hum-
ble contribution to the brave Vicksburg 
Sharpshooters, by presenting each 
member with a beautiful blue badge, 
bearing the code [coat] of arms of the 
State of Mississippi, and the mottoes, 
‘Southern Rights,’ ‘For this we Fight.’ 

It was a good time to be a performer 
in Vicksburg, as the excitement over the 
current political situation made the locals 
eager to see patriotic entertainments. 
On December 11, 1860, Harry McCarthy 
gave his first performance in Vicksburg, 
and it was very well received. The next 
day one local citizen that attended the 
performance gave McCarthy and his 
group a very strong endorsement: 

I was present at McCarthy’s Enter-
tainment last evening, and can freely 
say that I have seldom, if ever, been 
more amused and attracted. His person-
ations are to the life, in whatever char-
acter he represents. Dutch, Irish, Yankee 
or negro, his songs are inimitable, and 
his style, in all his efforts, impressive 
and unique; he stands alone and wholly 
unrivalled in his line…This is truly South-
ern entertainment, Mr. McCarthy being a 
citizen of Arkansas, and the Legislature 
of that state has given him a free license 
to exhibit anywhere within her borders 
and he comes to us, unlike most men in 
his line, well and highly recommended. 
Advise all your readers to go and hear 
McCarthy if they would enjoy an hour 
devoted to mirth and good feeling. 

C.H. 
 
Harry McCarthy performed in Vicks-

burg until December 13, having his last 
concert that night. The newspaper article 
about the performance noted: 

Last night this gentleman performed 
to a small, but highly respectable audi-
ence. His Lament of the Irish Emigrant, 
was the best we ever heard, and we 
must say if Harry ever makes his mark, 
(which we consider he has done,) it will 
be with that song. Miss Fanny Pierson, 
who assisted him, did it well. Harry in-
forms us that he will pay us another visit 
in a short time; his engagements are 
due at other places and he must fulfill 
them. When he returns let him have a 
rousing house. (Daily Evening Citi-

zen, December 14, 1860) 
Vicksburg’s citizens loved a good 

show, but one thing they most decidedly 
did not like performers that held sympa-
thies for the North. On December 14 
the Evening Citizen noted that such a 
group was in the city: 

SHOWS – The hard times are too 
tight upon our citizens now to allow 
them to spend much money in attending 
the performances of traveling minstrels. 
Even when a well known and popular 
troupe comes along this way, it is a hard 
matter to get a good house in these 
pinching times. But when a company 
that borrows part of its name from a 
Northern city, and whose political sym-
pathies are suspected by many as being 
of too equivocal a character to receive 
much encouragement from a Southern 
community comes along, we think it is 
no more than justice for our citizens to 
look around and see who they are deal-
ing with before they extend the hand of 
welcome to the company which intends 
to open tonight. (Daily Evening Citi-
zen, December 14, 1860) 

The newspaper did not give the name 
of the group with the suspect sympa-
thies, but four days later they did note 
that the Metropolitan Troupe of Minstrels 
played, and that “we have never seen a 
company play to a better house; the 
only drawback was that there were no 
people in it.” This may very well have 
been the group eluded to in the paper on 
December 14. (Daily Evening Citizen, 
December 18, 1860) 

Into the politically charged atmos-
phere of Vicksburg came another group, 
one with a national reputation; the 
Kneass Family, head by Nelson Kneass. 
Born in Philadelphia in 1823, Nelson 
Kneass made his first stage performance 
at the age of five. By 1860 he was tour-
ing the country with his wife and chil-
dren who performed with him. Nelson 
Kneass was best known for his song 
“Ben Bolt,” first performed in 1848, 
which became a major hit in the United 
States and Europe. 

https://sites.google.com/site/
pittsburghmusichistory/pittsburgh-music
-story/teachers-and-schools/nelson-
kneass  

 
The Kneass Family was known to 

perform patriotic Southern songs, and 
the Evening Citizen highly recommended 
the show to their readers: 

It is with pleasure that we announce 
to our readers a real musical and artisti-
cal concert by the talented Kneass Fami-
ly, each one of whom has a thorough 
musical education – no clap trap such as 
bones or tamborines, are resorted to 
attract the public: pure music from the 
soul, is the attraction. Mr. Nelson 
Kneass, universally known in this coun-
try, as a composer and author of many 
beautiful songs and ballads, among 
which is the famed Ben Bolt, (that has 
run through twenty-seven editions), the 
Veteran, Miller Song, Aunty Brown, Deep 
in a Shady Dell, Only See my Jenny 
Spinning, and many others; also Mrs. N. 
Kneass, who has a superior Mezzo So-

prano voice, and is unsurpassed in 
such songs as the Star Spangled Ban-
ner, Marsellaies Hymn, France I Adore 
Thee, &c. Then there is the singing bird 
of the South, Miss Annie, of sweet six-
teen, who is the centre of all attrac-
tions, in the melodius soprano voice; 
and lastly though not least is Master 
Charles with his stoical face, which in 
anything comic is funny indeed. We 
would here take occasion to inform the 
public, that we are to have some truly 
soul stirring patriotic Southern songs 
and ballads, composed by this talented 
family (and which has created great 
sensation everywhere they have been 
sung.) During their stay here which 
along should be enough to fill the Apol-
lo Hall to overflowing, we predict that 
some of those songs will be the nation-
al songs of the Southern Republic of 
Columbia. We say to one and all go 
hear them. (Daily Evening Citizen, De-
cember 18, 1860) 

The Kneass Family had their first 
show in Vicksburg on December 19, 
1860, and from the account of the 
show, it was very well received: 

The celebrated Kneass Family com-
menced a series of entertainments last 
night at the above place, and the bril-
liant success which they achieved will 
insure them crowded houses for the 
remaining nights they stay. We cannot 
particularize upon their ‘bill of fare’ last 
night, but to our mind, there was more 
music in their song, ‘We Come from 
the Hills,’ than in any other they pro-
duced. The ‘Female Auctioneer,’ by 
Miss Annie, and the “Southern Rights 
Song,’ by Mrs. Kneass, wee both most 
rapturously encored while the 
‘Batchelor’s Advertisment,’ and ‘Yankee 
Doodle Played Out,’ kept the house in a 
perfect uproar. As this is emphatically 
a ‘Southern Institution’ of great talent, 
we sincerely hope that they may be 
well patronized. We quote a stanza 
from the song of ‘Don the Blue Badge,’ 
composed and sung by Mrs. Kneass: 

 
Tis time to secede – our cause it is right, 

In urging us on to keep foes from our shore, 

We’ll stop not to think, now danger’s in 

sight. 

But fight as our forefathers have fought 

before. 

And God in his greatness, in whom we trust, 

With terror will strike our foes to the dust, 

CHORUS: 

Then don the blue badge, our foes we’ll defy, 

We’ll fight for our rights or for them we’ll die. 

(The Evening Citizen, December 20, 
1860) 
 
   It is the last song, “Don the Blue 
Badge,” which I believe was the inspi-
ration for the “Bonnie Blue Flag.” Un-
fortunately the Evening Post did not 
print the complete lyrics to the song, 
and despite a diligent search, I have 
not been able to find them. However, 
on December 29, 1860, the “Evening 
Citizen” published an article entitled 
“The Conflict,” which stated the  
CONTINUED ON PAGE 7 

https://sites.google.com/site/pittsburghmusichistory/pittsburgh-music-story/teachers-and-schools/nelson-kneass
https://sites.google.com/site/pittsburghmusichistory/pittsburgh-music-story/teachers-and-schools/nelson-kneass
https://sites.google.com/site/pittsburghmusichistory/pittsburgh-music-story/teachers-and-schools/nelson-kneass
https://sites.google.com/site/pittsburghmusichistory/pittsburgh-music-story/teachers-and-schools/nelson-kneass


Page 7  January 2019 

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 6 
necessity for immediate Southern seces-
sion to protect the rights of the slave 
holding states. 

The reason that “The Conflict” is of 
interest is because the author quoted 
from “Don the Blue Badge” in his article. 
In one part he says the following: 

When everything that is dear on 
earth to a true-hearted Southerner is 
threatened to be taken away, he must 
be utterly demoralized, and have totally 
lost his caste, if he does not raise his 
voice and his hands in defence of his 
rights. And yet a submission on the part 
of the South could be regarded in no 
other light than as an act of contempti-
ble cowardice. The question has resolved 
itself into a very simple one; it is to sub-
mit to wrong and opppression, or fight 
for our rights.  

‘So long as the Union kept firm to her 
trust, like brothers, like friends, we were 
kind, we were just; But not treachery 
throws its dark pall o’er our sight, each 
man for himself, and God speed the 
right, Heed not fanatics, we’re strong 
and we’re brave, like patriots we’ll fight 
our birth-place to save.’ (The Evening 
Citizen, December 29, 1860) 

 
This part of ‘Don the Blue Badge’ has 

stanzas very similar to ‘The Bonnie Blue 
Flag,’ and ‘The Conflict‘ included more 
lines from the song in its final para-
graph: 

South Carolina has already taken her 
departure, and the 20th day of Decem-
ber 1860, will, for all time to come, be 
remembered as the day on which was 
inaugurated the first step to a Southern 
Confederacy. Mississippi and Alabama 
will go out simultaneously on or about 
the 8th of January 1861. ‘Tis time to 
secede – our cause it is right, in urging 
us on to keep the foes from our shore, 
we’ll stop not to think, now danger’s in 
sight, but fight as our forefathers have 
fought before, and God in his greatness, 
in whom we trust, with terror will strike 
our foes to the dust. Then don the blue 
badge, our foes we’ll defy we’ll fight for 
our rights or for them we’ll die. (The 
Evening Citizen, December 29, 1860) 

The Kneass Family performed in 
Vicksburg through December 22, 1860, 
and the day before their final perfor-
mance the newspaper wrote of the 
troupe: 

Last night there was a good attend-
ance at the above place to witness the 
excellent entertainment of the Kneass 
Family. We were sorry to see so few 
ladies present, as we are certain they 
would enjoy themselves hugely in listen-
ing to the ‘singing bird of the South.’ We 
can heartily recommend this family to 
the patronage of our citizens, not only 
because they possess talent of a high 
order, but also because of their truly 
Southern sentiment, and as we can 
vouch for their being ‘sound on the 
goose,’ we hope to see them rewarded 
as their merits deserve.’ (The Evening 
Citizen, December 21, 1860) 

After the Kneass Family ended their 

stay in Vicksburg, Harry McCarthy was 
about to being his second tour of the 
“Hill City.” His latest set of engagments 
started on December 27 and continued 
through January 1, 1861. It was during 
this time that some of the lyrics to “Don 
the Blue Badge” were published in 
the Evening Citizen. 

On January 1, 1861, just eight days 
before his rendezvous with destiny at 
the Mississippi statehouse, Harry McCar-
thy gave his last performance in Vicks-
burg. The Vicksburg paper urged its 
readership to see the show: 

HARRY MACARTHY – Tonight Mr. 
Maccarthy will give the last of his inimi-
table entertainments at Apollo Hall. We 
hope to see a full house to give him a 
grand farewell bumper. He has given our 
citizens a heap of fun, and to-night he 
presents a bill far ahead of anything he 
has yet produced. We understand he 
intends visiting Jackson from here, and 
we would advise our Jackson friends to 
be on the lookout for a rich treat when 
Harry comes. (Daily Evening Citi-
zen, January 1, 1861) 

 
Given the sparse evidence available, 

its hard to say how much influence that 
‘Don the Blue Badge‘ had on Harry 
McCarthy – I can’t even say to a certain-
ty that he saw a performance by the 
Kneass Family or read any of the news-
paper articles that contained stanzas 
from the song. What I have is simply 
circumstantial evidence; McCarthy per-
formed at Apollo Hall, the same venue 
where the Kneass family played; he was 
in the Vicksburg area, if not Vicksburg 
itself, during their stay in the city, and 
copies of the Vicksburg newspaper would 
have been readily available. I hope in 
the future that additional evidence will 
come to light to offer more evidence on 
the creation of one of the most popular 
Southern songs of the Civil War – ‘The 
Bonnie Blue Flag.’ 

 
From: https://

mississippiconfeder-
ates.wordpress.com/2018/07/15/the-
bonnie-blue-flag/  
 
 
 

 
 
 

   
 

 
 
 
   
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Harry McCarthy and his wife Lottie Es-
telle on the cover of a published edition 
of his songs (www.battleofraymond.org)  

   Meet Jewish Confederate Captain Levi 
Charles Meyers Harby. Captain Harby 
was born in Georgetown, South Carolina, 
on September 21, 1793 and was a ca-
reer United States Naval officer serving 
on the Saucy Jack in the War of 1812. 
When the "Jack" captured the British 
ship, Providence, Harby was one of the 
officers placed on board the captive ves-
sel. The Providence was recaptured by a 
British ship and Harby was taken prison-
er and sent to Barbados until July of 
1813. 
   Harby also served in the TX War for 
Independence. You see, Harby was a 
patriot. 
   He was 68 years old when he resigned 
his commission and gave up command 
of the US Henry Dodge in Galveston, TX 
because of Lincoln's illegal and unconsti-
tutional war. His sons, Henry and JD 
Harby, also enlisted in the service of the 
Confederacy; Henry in the 26th TX Cav-
alry and JD in the TX Light Artillery.  
   On New Year's Day in 1863 the 70 
year old Captain was artillery command-
er of the guns on the CSS Neptune, 
which was successful in attacking the US 
warship Harriet Lane in the Battle of 
Galveston. But 8 of his 15 gunners along 
with his lieutenant, Harvey Clark, were 
killed in the battle. During the fight the 
Neptune was sunk though, and Harby 
was absolutely the last off the boat. 
Luckily the Neptune was only in only 8 
feet of water so they were able to con-
tinue firing. The CSS Bayou City was 
successful in ramming the Harriet and 
her crew boarded the ship, killed her 
officers and captured the vessel with 109 
crew members. 
   Harby and the officers and crew of the 
Neptune were commended by Magruder 
in his official report. There are more re-
ports and articles about this battle if y'all 
want to do further research. By the end 
of the war Captain Harby was in com-
mand of the harbor of Galveston.  
   Captain Harby never sought a pardon 
from the US. But why would he? The 
South was right.  
   Harby also had a son-in-law who 
served the Confederacy and his young-
est son, Jacob (JD) was very active in 
the United Confederate Veterans in both 
TX and NY 
 
Posted by Lani Burnette on the Facebook 
page - BLACK CONFEDERATES AND 
OTHER MINORITIES IN THE WAR OF 
NORTHERN AGGRESSION, December 30, 
2018 

 

https://mississippiconfederates.wordpress.com/2018/07/15/the-bonnie-blue-flag/
https://mississippiconfederates.wordpress.com/2018/07/15/the-bonnie-blue-flag/
https://mississippiconfederates.wordpress.com/2018/07/15/the-bonnie-blue-flag/
https://mississippiconfederates.wordpress.com/2018/07/15/the-bonnie-blue-flag/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/243843419300991/?ref=group_header
https://www.facebook.com/groups/243843419300991/?ref=group_header
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ROBERT E. LEE 
January 19th, 1807 

 
Marching through the Pennsylvania 

countryside on the invasion that would 
end at Gettysburg, Robert E. Lee’s Army 
of Northern Virginia passed the front 
terrace of a handsome mansion, where a 
party of well-dressed Northern women 
had gathered to watch the passing Con-
federate troops. One of the party, an 
attractive young woman, defiantly 
waved a small United States flag at the 
dust-covered gray columns as they 
marched by the house. The troops 
passed silently, offering no rebuke, and 
the flag-waver brandished the banner 
even more boldly.  

Then Gen. Robert E. Lee appeared, 
moving slowly on horseback alongside 
his troops. When in front of the young 
woman, Lee paused momentarily and 
looked calmly into her face, saying noth-
ing. The young woman slowly dropped 
the flag to her side. Lee then rode on, 
and the young woman turned back to 
her friends, exclaiming, “Oh! I wish he 
was ours!” 

Such was the influence of Robert E. 
Lee’s presence upon those who person-
ally encountered him, including enemies. 
Even posthumously the quality of his 
character and the caliber of his accom-
plishments produced a lasting influence. 
Upon completing his definitive four-
volume study of Lee, historian Douglas 
Southall Freeman, who would win a Pu-
litzer Prize for R. E. Lee, A Biography, 
recalled the multitude of obstacles and 
challenges he had encountered in pro-
ducing the monumental work. Yet he 
proclaimed with satisfaction, “I have 
been fully repaid by being privileged to 
olive, as it were, for more than a decade 
in the company of this great gentleman.” 

Few public figures in any age have 
bequeathed such an enduring legacy of 
national respect and affection, and sel-
dom has any military commander so 
infused his troops with the love and es-
teem displayed toward Lee by his her-
alded Army of Northern Virginia. So ar-
dent was their devotion that a battle-
hardened Johnny Reb, in the anguish of 
Appomattox, could shout with a convic-
tion no doubt shared by his comrades, “I 
love you just as much as ever, General 
Lee.” 

When they chanced to encounter 
their former commander after the war, 
veterans would automatically emit the 
fabled Rebel yell in recognition or, hat in 
hand, would stand transfixed in silent 
salute. Children of the postwar South 
who had the opportunity to shake Lee’s 
hand at some rare public appearance 
would still marvel decades later—as 
white-headed old men—at the power of 
Lee’s presence.  

More than a century after his death, 
amid the vastly different life-style of 
modern American society, literate Ameri-
cans who discovered anew the life of 
Robert E. Lee would often be affected 
with he same awe and admiration expe-

rienced by Lee’s contemporaries. Despite 
the best efforts of the most jaded revi-
sionists, generation after generation of 
Americans and others would encounter 
the Lee of history and, as did so many 
before them, would marvel at his char-
acter and conduct. Today he remains the 
embodiment of all that was good and 
noble in the Old South. Despite the pas-
sage of time and the ever-changing 
whims of popular culture, Robert E. Lee 
retains his position as the foremost 
Southern hero. 

 
Gragg, R. (1989). The Illustrated Con-

federate Reader. New York, NY: Har-
per & Row. 

STONEWALL JACKSON 

January 21st, 1824 
 

Following rumors of a major battle, a 
throng of worried townsfolk crowded 
around the little post office in Lexington, 
Virginia—Stonewall Jackson’s 
hometown—where they anxiously await-
ed news from the front. When the mail 
arrived, Dr. W. S. White, the pastor of 
Lexington’s Presbyterian church, was 
handed a letter from Jackson, who was a 
deacon in White/s congregation. “Now 
we will have the news!” the preacher 
proclaimed. “Here is a letter from Gen-
eral Jackson himself!” The crowd hushed 
as White tore open the envelope from 
Lexington’s now-famous son and listened 
intently as the pastor began to read 
aloud. To everyone’s dismay, however, 
Jackson had written not a word about 
the battle, although he had played a key 
role in the action. Instead, the general 
had written to inquire about the status of 
his church and a Sunday school class he 
had established for Lexington’s black 
community. The envelope contained an 
enclosure—a $50 check to buy books for 
the class. 

This wartime correspondence may 
have disappointed his former neighbors, 
but it reflected Jackson’s primary inter-
ests: Biblical theology and Christian dis-
cipleship. Like so many Southerners of 
his day, Jackson was a deeply commit-
ted Christian. His well-defined devotion 
to duty and a disciplined life-style was 
the product of his Bible-based personal 
theology. Not long after he joined the 
local Presbyterian church, for instance, 
he was encouraged by the pastor to pray 
aloud at a prayer meeting. Jackson was 
reluctant to do so because he tended to 
stammer but relented at Pastor White’s 
urging. He did indeed stammer and hesi-
tate—so much that White sympathetical-
ly offered to relieve Jackson of the obli-
gation.  

“Major,” the pastor said to Jackson 
one day, “we do not wish to make our 
prayer meetings uncomfortable to you, 
and if you prefer it, I will not call on you 
to lead in prayer again.” 

“My comfort has nothing in the world 
to do with it, sir,” Jackson promptly re-
plied. “You, as my pastor, think that it is 
my duty to lead in public prayer—I think 
so too—and by God’s grace I mean to do 
it. I wish you would please be so good as 
to call on me more frequently.”  

Such personal discipline undoubtedly 
contributed significantly to the feats of 
military precision that made Jackson 
famous. Admittedly, he rarely looked like 
the personification of discipline—sitting 
at the head of his troops astride a com-
mon-looking nag, attired in a plain, mud
-flecked uniform with a battered kepi 
pulled low over his eyes, sucking on a 
lemon. Yet his rapid-moving Foot Caval-
ry became the most celebrated of all 
Confederate commands, and Jackson 
himself became a military legend in his 
own lifetime.  

From the moment at First Manassas 
when Brig. Gen. Barnard E. Bee dubbed 
him “Stonewall” to the untimely, fatal 
accident at Chancellorsville, Jackson’s 
name was feared by his enemies and 
adored by his troops. His record of mili-
tary accomplishments indisputably plac-
es him among the greatest captains in 
American history. After his death, on 
May 10th, 1863, no commandeer could 
be found to replace him.  

“The Army of Northern Virginia was 
never the same after Jackson's death,” 
observed historian Douglas Southall 
Freeman, “and, though Lee conducted in 
1864 some of his most brilliant maneu-
vers, he did not find another lieutenant 
who so well understood him or could 
execute his orders with such powerful 
perfectly coordinated, hammer-strokes 
of attack.” 

There was but one Stonewall. 
Jackson was a professor at Virginia 

Military Institute when the war erupted. 
He was ordered to Richmond and left 
Lexington on Sunday, April 21, 1861, 
leading his VMI cadets. The Sunday de-
parture was ironic: Jackson held a high 
view of the Sabbath; he loathed doing 
battle on Sunday and would normally 
avoid even writing home on the Lord’s 
Day. Nevertheless, he left behind his 
beloved Presbyterian church and his 
cherished black Sunday school class, not 
knowing of course, that he would never 
return to either. Yet he was prepared for 
that possibility. “My religious belief 
teaches me to feel as safe in battle as in 
bed,” he would say. “God has fixed the 
time of my death. I do not concern my-
self about that, but to always be ready, 
no matter when it may overtake me.” 

 
Gragg, R. (1989). The Illustrated Con-

federate Reader. New York, NY: Har-
per & Row. 
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  Ginnie Moon was the sister of Lottie 
Moon. She moved to Memphis to be with 
their mother - who had moved to Ten-
nessee after the death of her husband. 
Ginnie and Mrs. Moon wrapped bandages 
and nursed the wounded soldiers as the 
Union troops got closer to the Memphis. 
Ginnie began making trips back and 
forth with information and supplies often 
passing boldly through Union lines pre-
tending to meet a beau. While in Jack-
son, MS she learned that urgent infor-
mation had to be dispatched to the 
Knights of the Golden Circle in Ohio. She 
volunteered to make the trip, along with 
her mother, insisting they would not be 
suspect because they had relatives in 
Ohio. It was quite a risk for by now the 
North knew that women were being used 
as spies by the Confederacy. 
   Ginnie and her mother Cynthia made 
the journey to Ohio without incident and 
gathered the necessary papers and sup-
plies to return to the south. By this time, 
they were under suspicion by Union 
agents as they prepared to return to 
Memphis by boat from Cincinnati. As the 
boat was about to depart a Yankee Cap-
tain entered their cabin with orders to 
search them. Ginnie rebelled, pulled out 
the small Colt revolver that she was 
known to carry, and screamed at the 
officer that she was a friend of General 
Burnside. The officer backed down and 
left her alone long enough for her to 
literally swallow the most important of 
the dispatches she carried. 
   But then, Ginnie and her mother were 
taken to an office and a housekeeper 
was called to search her and her cloth-
ing. According to various reports Ginnie 
Moon was "wearing" - "forty bottles of 
morphine, seven pounds of opium, and a 
quantity of camphor." (for medicinal 
purposes of the times). They were im-
mediately put under a sort of "house 
arrest" in a hotel. Ginnie promptly asked 
to see General Burnside and her request 
was granted the next day. 
   Lottie Moon showed up in disguise and 
tried unsuccessfully to convince her for-
mer beau - General Ambrose Burnside - 

to release them. Burnside saw through 
the disguise and promptly added Lottie 
to the group under arrest. However, no 
action was ever taken against the Moon 
ladies, even though they had travelled 
all over for the Confederacy. The charg-
es were dropped, although Ginnie Moon 
was required to report to the Federals on 
a daily basis and eventually ordered out 
of the Union area. 
   Ginnie returned to Memphis after the 
war and Lottie headed back home to 
Ohio, later becoming a journalist. Rest-
less, Ginnie moved around the country 
and ended up in Hollywood where she 
had bit parts in two movies - "The Span-
ish Dancer" and "Robin Hood" in the 
1920s. From there, she headed east to 
New York and held court in Greenwich 
Village until her death at age 81. 
   The Moon sisters fervor for their be-
loved Confederacy led them into danger 
and adventure - and they were quite 
successful as spies. 
 
Posted on the Facebook page of the 

Southern Historical Society by the Vir-

ginia Division UDC on December 10, 

2018 at 5:00 AM  

   WAR POLICY 
 
   Whenever the war between the states 
is discussed the very ignorant will make 
a statement such as, "Atrocities were 
committed by both sides. " Well, wrong. 
While stragglers on the Confederate side 
may have done things it was not the 
policy of the Confederate States to make 
war on citizens.     But this was exactly 
the policy of the Federal army. 
   For example Chambersburg was 
burned in retaliation and retribution for 
the Shenandoah Valley being burned. 
This was a one time occurrence. But in 
the Valley, the homes of citizens, both 
prominent and simple, were burned 
alike. Food, both in the barns and in the 
fields was destroyed on purpose. Feder-
als also burned the Virginia Military Insti-
tute. Remember, they were the in-
vaders. The South would never have 
taken up arms had she not been illegally 
and unconstitutinally invaded. 
   Confederates got sick of it and burned 
the PA town. BUT... when General Lee 
got wind of it, no such thing was done 
again by the Confederate army. This is 
what General Lee issued and his word 
was law among the troops in more ways 
than one: 
 
June 27, 1863 
 
   The commanding general has ob-
served with marked satisfaction the con-
duct of the troops on the march, and 
confidently anticipates results commen-
surate with the high spirit they have 
manifested. 
   No troops could have displayed greater 
fortitude or better performed the ardu-
ous marches of the past ten days. Their 
conduct in other respects has with few 

exceptions been in keeping with their 
character as soldiers, and entitles them 
to approbation and praise. There have 
however been instances of forgetfulness 
on the part of some, that they have in 
keeping the yet unsullied reputation of 
the army, and that the duties expected 
of us by civilization and Christianity are 
not less obligatory in the country of the 
enemy than in our own. 
   The commanding general considers 
that no greater disgrace could befall the 
army, and through it our whole people, 
than the perpetration of the barbarous 
outrages upon the unarmed, and de-
fenseless and the wanton destruction of 
private property that have marked the 
course of the enemy in our own country. 
   Such proceedings not only degrade the 
perpetrators and all connected with 
them, but are subversive of the disci-
pline and efficiency of the army, and 
destructive of the ends of our present 
movement. 
   It must be remembered that we make 
war only upon armed men, and that we 
cannot take vengeance for the wrongs 
our people have suffered without lower-
ing ourselves in the eyes of all whose 
abhorrence has been excited by the 
atrocities of our enemies, and offending 
against Him to whom vengeance be-
longeth, without whose favor and sup-
port our efforts must all prove in vain.  
   The commanding general therefore 
earnestly exhorts the troops to abstain 
with most scrupulous care from unnec-
essary or wanton injury to private prop-
erty, and he enjoins upon all officers to 
arrest and bring to summary punishment 
all who shall in any way offend against 
the orders on this subject. 
 
R. E. Lee 
General 
 
Posted on the Facebook page of the 

Southern Historical Society by the  

Southern Historical Society, Decem-

ber 9, 2018 at 10:11 AM   
 

A photograph of Chambersburg, PA after 

burning by the Confederate Army in 

1863.  

MAY ALL OF YOU HAVE A VERY 

BLESSED AND PROSPEROUS 2019 
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